GREENWICH

GMT – Greenwich Mean Time – time used as a standard for calculating time in other countries.
The Zero Meridian (the Prime Meridian) – an imaginary line passing through Greenwich which divides the eastern and western halves of the world.

A. Watch the first film about Greenwich and fill in the dates:

1. The Cutty Sark was built in _______
2. The ship was heavily damaged by the fire in _______ 
3. The buildings  of the Royal Naval Hospital were designed in _______
4. The Queen's house was built in _______
5. The body of Admiral Lord Nelson killed at the battle of  
           Trafalgar was brought to the Painted Hall in  ________
1616
1806
1869
1694
2007

B. Watch the three films about Greenwich. Answer the questions:

Film 1: 
1. What buildings did the famous architect Sir Christopher Wren design?
2. What building in the USA resembles the Queen's House?
3. How long did it take to paint the interiors of the Painted Hall?
4. Where was Lord Nelson buried?   

Film 2: 
5. What is situated in the buildings of the Royal Naval Hospital nowadays?
6. What is kept at the Royal Observatory?
7. When is the red ball raised and when is it dropped?
8. Why is the red ball raised and dropped?
9. What is the Chapel famous for?

Film 3: 
10. What king founded the Royal Observatory and who designed the building?
11. How large is the lens of the telescope?
12. What exhibition is there in one of the galleries of the Observatory? 
13. What modern building does the bronze cone cover? 


D. Use the information in parts A-C to speak about Greenwich. 
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There are several sights for the tourists to see in Greenwich. You can visit: 

1. The Royal Observatory (1675)
2. The National Maritime Museum 
     (1762)
3. The Queen's House (1616)
4-6. The University of Greenwich 
     (1694)
5. The Chapel
6. The Painted Hall
7. Trinity College of Music
8. The Cutty Sark 

C. Put the numbers (1-8) next to the sentences according to the map. 

It is a famous clipper ship. 
It was designed by Sir Christopher Wren.
It was built in 1869. 
Greenwich Mean Time is kept there.
It was built as the Royal Naval Hospital.
It is a former royal residence. 
Later it was transformed into the Royal Naval College.
There you can see the Prime Meridian and stand in both the eastern and western halves of the world.
It is a very large museum for ships and the sea. 
It took 19 years to paint its interiors. 
The red ball is raised on its roof at 12.55 and drops at 1 p.m. 
Now it is part of the National Maritime Museum. 
It is famous for its organ and acoustics.
Inside the building is a 28-inch telescope, one of the largest of its kind in the world. 
The famous White House in the USA resembles this building.
It was heavily damaged by the fire in 2007.
There is an exhibition of instruments for measuring time in one of its galleries.
The body of Admiral Nelson was brought there after the battle of Trafalgar.
Next to it is the new Peter Harrison planetarium covered with a bronze cone.

